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1 . REFTEL CONTAINED LETTER FOR DELIVERY TO UK POST OEFICE 
WHICH HAD CONVENED MEETING IN BOURNEMOUTH, ENGLAND (APRIL 
10-14) FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEGOTIATING AN AGREEMENT TO BE 

THE BASIS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OE A GLOBAL COMMERCIAL MARI- 
TIME COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE SYSTEM. FOLLOWING 
BOURNEMOUTH MEETING, WHICH U.S. COMMUNICATIONS COMPANIES 
AND USG DID NOT ATTEND, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY JOEL 
BILLER RECEIVED LETTER EROM PAUL REEVEY, U.K. POST OFFICE, 

IN WHICH, IN HIS CAPACITY AS SECRETARIAT FOR THE MEETING, 
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HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT U.S. WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO ATTEND 
FUTURE DISCUSSIONS. 

2. REEVEY'S LETTER WAS DELIVERED TO BILLER BY U.K. 

EMBASSY WASHINGTON, AND ON JUNE 7, BILLER HANDED REPLY, EOR 
DELIVERY TO REEVEY, TO UK EMBASSY COMMERCIAL MINISTER. TEXT 
OF REPLY, FOR EMBASSY’S INFORMATION, FOLLOWS: 
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"THANK YOU FOR SENDING ME THE DOCUMENTS OF THE 
BOURNEMOUTH MEETING. I READ THEM WITH INTEREST, NOTING 
PARTICULARLY THE DESIRE OF THE PARTICIPANTS THAT THE U.S. 
REJOIN THE JOINT VENTURE DISCUSSIONS. I REGRET THAT I 
CANNOT AT THIS TIME GIVE YOU ANY ASSURANCES IN THIS 
REGARD. 

I KNOW THAT YOU ARE AWARE OF THE CAREEULLY DEFINED 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND THE U.S. 
INTERNATIONAL CARRIERS WITH RESPECT TO THE PLANNING, 
FINANCING AND OPERATION OF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITIES. IT IS BECAUSE OF THIS RELATIONSHIP THAT THE 
U.S. GOVERNMENT IS NOT IN A POSITION TO REQUIRE THE 
CARRIERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE JOINT VENTURE DISCUSSIONS, 

NOR WOULD IT BE APPROPRIATE FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ITSELF 
TO ATTEND THE JOINT VENTURE MEETINGS EVEN IN AN OBSERVER 
ROLE. 

WHILE I CANNOT SPEAK FOR THE U.S. CARRIERS, MY VERY STRONG 
BET IFF IS THAT THEIR DECISION NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
JOINT VENTURE MEETINGS AT THIS TIME DOES NOT INDICATE A 
LACK OF INTEREST IN THOSE MEETINGS. THE CURRENT DECISION 
BY THE CARRIERS SHOULD BE VIEWED IN LIGHT OF THE RECENT 
CONGRESSIONAL CONSIDERATION GIVEN TO THE DESIGNATION OF A 
U.S. ENTITY FOR INTERNATIONAL MARITIME SATELLITE SERVICE 
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AND THE EACT THAT A DECISION REGARDING THE U.S. ENTITY 
IS NOT FINAL. WHILE WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE DESIGNATED 
ENTITY QUESTION AND SOME OTHER RELEVANT QUESTIONS WILL BE 
RESOLVED IN THE NEAR FUTURE, I DOUBT THAT EVENTS WILL MOVE 
FAST ENOUGH TO RESULT IN U.S. CARRIER PARTICIPATION AT THE 
STAVANGER MEETING OR EVEN THE COVENTRY MEETING. 

I REGRET THAT THESE PROBLEMS HAVE ARISEN, BUT I DO NOT 
UANT YOU TO INFER FROM THEM THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS 
NO INTEREST IN THE JOINT VENTURE MEETINGS. I RECENTLY 
TESTIFIED BEFORE THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES' INTERSTATE 
AND EOREIGN COMMERCE COMMITTEE, SUB-COMMITTEE ON COMMUNI- 
CATIONS, WHICH WAS CONSIDERING LEGISLATION THAT WOULD 
PERMIT THE U.S. TO JOIN INMARSAT, THAT U.S. PARTICIPATION 
IN AN INTERNATIONAL JOINT UNDERTAKING IS IN THE NATIONAL 
INTEREST. THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES HAS SINCE PASSED 
A BILL DESIGNATING A U.S. ENTITY EOR MARITIME SATELLITE 
SERVICE AND PERMITTING THE U.S. TO JOIN INMARSAT. THE 
SENATE IS NOW CONSIDERING SIMILAR ACTION. I AM HOPEFUL 
THAT FINAL LEGISLATION WILL BE ENACTED THIS SUMMER AND THAT 
THE U.S. WILL THEN BE IN A POSITION TO ACTIVELY PARTICIPATE 
IN DISCUSSIONS REGARDING A SUCCESSOR TO THE CURRENT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

MARISAT SYSTEM. 

PLEASE KEEP ME INFORMED OE JOINT VENTURE DEVELOPMENT. I, 

IN TURN, WILL KEEP YOU FULLY ADVISED OE RELEVANT DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN THE U.S. " VANCE 
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